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of the rapture of superior strength, that I was almost
intoxicated with joy. Meanwhile, on the recom-
mendation of Overbeck, whom I asked about the
matter, I have read "Humilies et offenses" (the only
one that O. knew) with the greatest respect for the
artist Dostoiewsky. I have also observed how com-
pletely the youngest generation of Parisian novelists
are tyrannized over by the influence of Dostoiewsky,
and by their jealousy of him (Panl Bourget, for in-
stance).

I shall stay here until April 3, without, I trust,
seeing any more of the earthquake. For Dr. Falb is
warning people to beware of March 9, w^hen he ex-
pects a renewal of the phenomena in our district; he
also mentions March 22 and 23. Up till now I have
remained fairly cool, and have lived with a feeling of
irony and cold curiosity among thousands of people
grown crazy with fear. But one cannot stand se-
curity fof oneself and perhaps in a few days I shall be
less rational than anyone. The element of sudden-
ness, Vimprevu, has its charm. . . .

How are you? You cannot think what a lot of
good your last letter did me! You are so brave!

Your devoted friend,
N.

NIETZSCHE TO His SISTER.

Nice, Wednesday, March 23, 1887.
MY DEAR LAMA :

It is now difficult to help me.   When one has been
at great pains for half one's life to secure mdepend-